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exempt from legislative control. Moreover, legislation under Article 87, that is, by "temporary" decrees subject to subsequent ratification by the chambers, received wide application. In the premiership of Goremykin (January, 1914, to January, 1916) no less than 384 measures were enacted by virtue of Article 87, some of them of questionable constitutional validity (for instance, the imposition of taxes). The Duma was thus de facto shorn of much of its lawmaking power and largely lost whatever degree of control it had formerly exercised over the public purse. These developments, together with the fact that the Duma, elected as it was on the basis of a highly restricted and selective franchise, was not a truly representative assembly, might well have justified the expectation that it wrould sink into utter insignificance. Events, however, followed a different course.
The Duma, convened for a one-day session on July 26 (August 8, N.S.), 1914, rode the wave of emotional patriotism and proclaimed its whole-hearted support of the government in the prosecution of the war. The only signs of dissent were the abstention of the Labor Group and the social democrats from voting war credits, and the resolution, proposed jointly by the Bolshevik and the Menshevik factions of the Social Democratic Party, which condemned war and the political and economic order that allegedly brought it about. However, like the socialist parties in western and central Europe, the Mensheviks and the Labor Group led by Alexander Kerensky, while disclaiming any imperialistic ambitions, agreed to cooperate with the government in waging a defensive war. The Bolsheviks alone took the intransigent position that the proletariat in every country should strive to defeat, not the opposing armies, but the bourgeois and imperialistic regime at home. In November, 1914, the five deputies constituting the Bolshevik faction in the Duma were arrested. They were tried, together with a few accomplices, by a civilian court on charges of subversive activities, found guilty, and sentenced to deportation to eastern Siberia (February, 1915). Contrary to the expectations of the authorities, the arrest and trial provoked hardly any protest among the workers. With the removal of the turbulent Bolshevik faction, cooperation between the Duma and the government appeared assured.
During the recess that followed the adjournment of July 26, the Duma did not disperse, but continued to function informally as a provisional committee for the relief of war sufferers. M. V. Rodzianko, president of the Duma, was chairman of the committee, which in-